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Blair and Craig Wickham of 
Exceptional Kangaroo Island

perfect pair

CRAIG WICKHAM, 53
Craig Wickham moved to Kangaroo Island as an 
infant, and he’s the first to admit that it was a fairly 
extraordinary upbringing.

“Dad got a job as Farm Manager for a large property 
in a spectacular setting. It was owned by Sir James and 
Lady Holden from Holden cars. They’d retired so they 
ended up being a third set of grandparents for myself 
and my sisters,” he says.

Nonetheless, what Craig remembers most about 
growing up is the outdoors.

“There were thousands of acres of bush and pasture 
on rolling hills with a massive escarpment that hit the 
cliffs just above where we lived. We would fish out the 
front door and we had the island to roam out the back,” 
he recalls.

But while it was idyllic, it wasn’t always easy. 
“We went to school by tractor or by horse in winter 

as the roads then were quite basic bush tracks; they had 
low bridge crossings and didn’t take much to flood.”

Although the transport added to the sense of 
adventure and isolation, Craig also grew up at a unique 
time in Kangaroo Island’s history. The school had 350 
children, due to a land settlement scheme for returned 
World War II soldiers.

“There were a lot more students then than there are 
now,” he says.

His parents moved into tourism in the 1970s (they 
started with self-contained units) – this, as well as his 
father’s involvement in the Rotary Service Club, added 
an international focus to Craig’s upbringing.  

When combined with his studies in wildlife 
management and his love of natural 
history, it’s unsurprising that Craig 
now spends his days in the family 
business, Exceptional Kangaroo 
Island, showing others around 
the home he loves. 

“On reflection, I’ve always 
known the privilege we’d 
had growing up in a place 
like Kangaroo Island…  
I’ve felt a responsibility 
to share that,” he says.

BLAIR WICKHAM, 22
Like his father, Blair Wickham grew up on Kangaroo 
Island, but for him turning 15 brought change.

“I went to Adelaide to boarding school to finish 
high school. It was a quick decision as a spot 
opened up and three weeks later I was there. I 
didn’t have time to worry about it,” he says. 

Like many island-born children, Blair knows both 
the value of what he has and the opportunities that 
exist outside of it. Luckily, Exceptional Kangaroo 
Island is giving him the chance to enjoy both. 

Blair focuses on social media and market 
development, which not only means he gets to put 
the skills he learnt in his Bachelor of Marketing into 
action, but also that he gets to travel the world 
telling others about Kangaroo Island.

“Late last year I took on my first role in marketing 
the family business when I went to the USA. Dad 
couldn’t attend the industry event, so I did; nothing 
compared to talking about where I grew up and 
what we can do on Kangaroo Island,” says Blair.

Like many adults, Blair can see he may have 
taken Kangaroo Island’s wildlife and open spaces 
for granted as a young person. 

“It was all I knew, but now I’m increasingly 
appreciating it,” he says.  

Given his growing involvement in the family 
business (Blair recently developed its new website, 
in part to showcase extended options for families), 
he is always being asked when he will move back to 
Kangaroo Island for good. 

Like his father before him, he sees it as a great 
place to raise a family, but it’s a bit early for that. 

“Age 30 will be more around the mark!” he 
laughs. 

Visit exceptionalkangarooisland.com for more.


