THE FUTURE OF M
JUST BE BRICHT GREEN

We may not be able to see into
our motoring future, but to
hear it you might try heading to
Hamilton Island. Tucked away in
the tranguillity of Queensiand's
Whitsundays, Hamilton has a
built-in advantage in terms of
peace and guiet. But it also

has another tool on its side:
electric cars.

Traditinnal vehicles are hanned on
the five-sgoane-lilometre island, so
residerts have corme upwith a sient
solutinn: e ectric gelf carts that make
theirway around without gears,
complicated mechanics and, bestaf
all, naise.

Unuscal itmay be, butelect-ic
vehicle(EV) cornndnitles such as
Harnilizan lsland aren't Lnigua. Inthe
LisA, one Georgizn high school mow

55I'EP5 TO
GREENER DRIVING

PUMP UP: inflating tyres to (or 3-5psi beyond)
maximum recommended pressure ean improve
fuel consumption by & per cent.

COMBINE TRIPS: Can you do the groceries, the
school run and a couple of chores in one journey?
REDUCE IDLING: Don't believe the myths —
idling is poliuting. Turn off the car instzad.
LOOK AFTER YOUR CAR: Regular wheel
alignments, good-guality sparkplugs and clean
air and fuel filters will help your car run more
efficently. (Can't find a good meachanic? All the
more reason to switch to electric, as they have
far fewer parts requiring repairs.)

LICHTEM UP: Clear the junk out of the boot
and back seat — extra weight increases fuel
consumplion.

22 Greenl lving

wwords SUE WHITE photograghy GET TY IMALCES B ISTOCK

has so rrany cartsit has provided
agolf cart parking lot for studarts,
while & po.ooo-sirong retirement
cammunity in Florida boasts about
weolm of gelf cart tralls ans even
allews ther an some streets

But the future of electric motaring
izmt limitad to enclosed suburban
2rvironMents of slew-rmov ng
yohicles. While it is still irmpossible in
Austraia to buy cnefrom a dealer,
manLufacturess are hegi=ning to wave
dates and figures such as 201z and

| 30,000 around often enough that

elecrric motoring for the masses (in
CArs, FOt carts) Seems set to become
araality, and saon,

ELECTRICS — WHY
WORRY?

WiosT drivers dont have qualmsabout
The environmental or economic
costof driving electric; charging up
with green power means matonng
thiis wway cosls s little as fourcents
akilometre, Thee's alsc theadded
haonus of slashed rmaivtenance Coscs,

| because electric cars simphy don't

hiaye many parts to break down

Futteday’s rrotornists ane ahaays
concerned about range and power
of theirvehicles; despite the average
iriian commute rarely exceeding
gokmadayatbasm/houror ess
wewant 1o beab'e togo further
and fasterandweare relucant
rotake an tecralogies that are
urahlz to pravide it We warry thar
glectric batteries currently laston'y
2hout Bo-1ookm sefore needing
to be charged and we have the




N
riscorception tiat they won't
allmnay & car o be driven fast.

ARE ELECTRIC
VEHICLES THE
FUTURE?
It still oo sonn to say, but the
evidence iz pointing toa jgreen-
powered) electricfutLre In
backyards and boardrooms across
U COLNTry, solutions are being
hammerad out that are guickly
remcvinc the remaining barmiers to
Community acceptance of Evs,
Crowyirg numbers of enthus asts
are successfully corverting ald
clunkerste alactrc. Thavictarian
nor-prefit CERES (the Centre
for Eduzation and Research in

IN BACKYARDS AND
BOARDROOMS
ACROSS THE COUNTRY,
SOLUTIONS ARE BEING
HAMMERED OUT

THAT ARE QUICKLY
REMOVING THE
REMAINING BARRIERS
TO COMMUNITY
ACCEPTANCE OF
ELECTRIC VEHICLES.

Environmental Strategies)is just
one group that has taker on the
task: it expects thatits recently
converted 1694 Citroen Barlingo
will da abot icolkm,H on its new
lithium-ion sattery and, like cthers
converting petrol toalectric. they're
getting ranges of more than o «m
an & charge.

HOW DO YOU EXCITE
THE PUBLIC ABDUT
ELECTRICY

[ts likely that what's stopping

e massasispattcostand patt
infrastructure The costis mainly
due to battery prices, which make
upalmosthalf of a typical $30,c00
conversion of a petral carto an
electric model. But, as with most
environmental tecinologies, s
anticipated this price will drop
radically as demrand increases, and
batteries are already getting better
ranges and becorni~g lighter with
gyery yed! that passes.
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FOCUS

ALTHOUCH ELECTRICS MAY BE THE CURRENT
LEADER IN GREEN MOTORING (ASSUMING,

OF COURSE, CHARGING IS DONE ON GREEN
POWER), IT'S NOT THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE
BEING EXPLORED. HYBRIDS ARE STILL SELLING
EXTREMELY WELL, BIODIESEL UPTAKE
CONTINUES TO RISE AND HYDROGEN IS BEING
SERIOUSLY INVESTIGATED OVERSEAS.

It doesiL Lake long exploring the
realities of elect-ic motoring tosee
the importance of companies suck
as Hetter Mace. The US organisation
i5 planning to launch a naticnal
electric vehicle recharg ng retwaork:
to provide infrastructure and
sarvices such as battery switching
ano c?‘ua*gi ng 512 1ions, WO SErvices
that rermove many of the bariersta
electric rmotoring

From as early as aonz, when
the yroup glans w lzunchits first
Aperralian site ir Carbemra. elactric
vehicle drivers will 2e 2ble te pull up
at a Betrer Place station and swap
their depleted batteries for new cnes
fasterthan thetimeit takes tofilla
tankof zetral, 5000 after, changing
poinzs will be installed 'n omes,
shapping centres and warkplace
carparks, meani~q drivers could
travel most of the timewith t-e
eqLivalent af a full tank of petrol

‘Canberrais the firstAvstralian
city designed around the motorcas,
savs Ben Keneally, head of
marketing and exzernal
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affairs for Better Place Australia,

“People drive d lot there and have

mwio-Car tousenalcs and off-steet
parking. Initially, wewoLld aim

£ e one af the carsin a twio-car
household, but gradually as they
get more cenfident about their EVS

capacity, theyl do more and more of

the houwsencld driving withit,”

The Canberz [aunch will be
folenaed Dy & national roll=cutin
23, butinany case, werenot the
firstcaboff the rank, Inzom, lsrael
will be thafirst country totake up
the Better ~lace proposition, closely
forloned y Denmark The cuestion
about what EVall these mototists
will drive wias answered at 2000
Frarkfurt ALto Show when Renalt
anmounced its commitment to
Zero-emissions matering, One
hundred thousand of Renaults

DOIT DIFFERENTL

bove: Eco-friandhy
ane affcedabie clecric
Dioycles such as th
Prwalnyke take the Paff
ane puffeart of oyrfing
wiwiw peorava ke oL au

rnew Fluence ZEswill be p
fierthe Is—zel and Danish
and Ben Xen=ally says mz
fiva-seat sadans have alre
soft-ordered by businesses
o geton beard. IWsam im
areakt~roughthat getsz
chicken,/eqg scenario thas
cthenwize hamper the pro
Evs "Tre nfrastructure pi
the basis for mass acopti
with infrastructure going
sUpport the technology,
While mot being drawn
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IN FOSUS

price, Ben says the mid-sized cars
sabd thrcugh Better Place will be
afforzable. “They'll nzed to be priced
competitively sowecan make EVz 2
mass-adoption a ternative,” e savs.

ALTERMNATIVES

TO ELECTRILS

Although slectrics may bethe lezderin
grean motoring (2ssuming charging is
done on green power), U5 not the only
algamative zei~g explored. Hybrids are
still selling very well hiodiesel uptake
Contnues torise anc hydrogen is
being sericusly irvestigated oversess.
WS Creens MLUC lzn Cohen is already
ernbracing & move away from petrsl
engires. His malnvehide, a M tsubishi
wan, FUMS oSty on biodiese! provided
Ly & cornparny in Byran Bay.

"T-e comparny covers both ends of
the prodoct life cycle,” he says. "They
distribute coolirg oil and then pick it
up for -ecyel ng into biodizsel.“When
he's in Sydney forwaork, |an 0ets
arpJdnd onan electric bicycla that
does about 3okm hantheflat He
sees nis bindiesel van as a transition
towards a workd inwhich we shy
away frarm using fossil fuels, rathe
than tne Gral so ution.

“Biodieselis & bout que indusery,
s0.a5 2 consumerit’s possible to be
assued you're buying a recycled
product,” fie says. "I wouldn't use it

| SURPRISING GREEN
CONTENDERS

If you wanted proof that electric is on the up and
up, keep an eye on the latest from some of the
big names in luxury motoring — all are currenthy
touting their plans to break into the EV market:
ALUDI - Electric sports car planned for 2012.
B - Hybrid models already in production,
with the electric “Project i” planned {or 2075,
FERRARI = Surely not. Yes, hybrids are planned

for z2o9s.

ELECTRIC FOR THE MASSES Keep an eye out
for an electric version of the Smart car. With a 150km
range and a tap speed of 1zo0km/h, the word is these
may be available in Australia later this year.

The Tayata Prius has
established teelf as I

Lhe genernic for Tybnd

cars in Austraka now

the much-awaitsd

plug-inmocel s

COmng e oUr shores,
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if it ware made from, sy, imported
palm o, orimpacted on food
sJpplies, buzasa recycled boutigue
Industryit's 2 reasonabie option, SS
it prefer wo be driving an EV, powsred
ongreen power. Fvtechnalogy hass
bit o away to go, but | m confident
thatwith the right impetus in terms
ofirvestment it be right arsLnd the
corneras 2 solution.”

HYEBRID HAPPENINGS
Witn petrol already being widely
acknowledged ascld schoal, its
kel wher we iook back in 2o y@ars
wiawil see bybrids 35 anotherof the
transitional products that precedsd
eruly groen matoring.

Hyvarids are petrol carswith 2n
gectric motor Generally, the petrol
engine does mast of the werkand
the elactric cormponent kicks in




